September 13, 2004

(Mr. LARSON of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I want to associate myself
with the remarks of the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. NEY), my brilliant co-
chair. And I also did not see him at the
Boston convention; but, nonetheless,
he would have been welcome, as was
everybody there.

This is indeed a moment for us to cel-
ebrate the outstanding job that was
done both in Boston and New York, led
by Mayors Thomas Menino and Mi-
chael Bloomberg, respectively. Their
tireless efforts to make the 2004 major-
party conventions such successful
events are deeply appreciated.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the two po-
lice commissioners, Kathleen O’Toole
of Boston and Raymond Kelly of New
York, now there is diversity for you,
for making it possible for the delegates
to nominate their candidates, which of
course is the purpose of the conven-
tion.

I also want to thank the thousands of
other public employees who helped to
make this possible, not only the Bos-
ton and New York municipal govern-
ments but also at all levels, Federal,
State, and local; and of course as the
chairman has already pointed out, the
outstanding job that was done by our
Capitol Police and all the security that
went into these two wonderful events.

I would especially like to thank the
Massachusetts delegation for the hospi-
tality that they provided for each and
every one of us, and of course their two
great Senators, Senator KENNEDY, for
which this was a homecoming, and
Senator KERRY as well, who was fea-
tured prominently in Boston as well,
and our outstanding House delegation
here from Boston as well. So I thank
the chairman and join him in these re-
marks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume to say
that I am sure the minority leader, the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
PELOSI), did a wonderful job at the con-
vention in Boston; and as far as our
convention in New York, I want to
thank the Speaker and also Scott
Palmer, Ted Van Der Meid, and Bill
Pitts, who did the rules and carried out
the process at the convention and serv-
ice to the Members.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. REYNOLDS).

(Mr. REYNOLDS asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank the cities and residents
of Boston and New York City for their
tremendous efforts in hosting this
year’s national political conventions.
With two of the Nation’s most historic
and vibrant cities as their backdrops,
the Democrat and Republican conven-
tions were both great successes.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Boston and New York have long been
known as centers of culture, education,
and heritage. After this summer’s con-
ventions, it is apparent why they are
also recognized for their hospitality,
charm, and warm spirit. As tens of
thousands of delegates, elected offi-
cials, volunteers, and tourists con-
verged on these great cities, countless
others worked behind the scenes and on
the front lines to make sure programs
ran smoothly and safely. These individ-
uals labored tirelessly, not just during
the conventions but for several weeks
prior, crossing every ‘T’ and dotting
every “‘I.”

These events would not have been
possible without the efforts of everyone
involved. A special thanks to those at
the city, State, and regional, as well as
national, levels who coordinated and
secured the safety of Boston and New
York. This includes, of course, the city
police and fire departments, the United
States Secret Service, the United
States Capitol Police, and numerous
other agencies that coordinated protec-
tive services for both convention-goers
and city residents alike.

As the first political conventions
held in the post-9/11 world, our police,
firefighters, and first responders faced
security risks never before envisioned.
True to their great reputations, the re-
spective agencies of New York and Bos-
ton exhibited consummate profes-
sionalism and ensured the safety and
security of all those attending and vis-
iting these greats cities.

Those accolades extend as well to our
Capitol Police and those Federal agen-
cies that worked side by side with their
brethren in New York and Boston to
ensure a seamless coordination.

Mr. Speaker, the cities of Boston and
New York have long represented the
freedoms and liberty that nurtured de-
mocracy in this country. Today, sev-
eral hundred years later, one of the
best enduring examples of these funda-
mental rights is the ability to partici-
pate in the political process. National
political conventions provide a forum
for this participation like no other.

To all those who helped make the
conventions possible, and to the gra-
cious residents of Boston and New
York, I wish to extend a heartfelt
thanks on behalf of the House for help-
ing to foster greater political partici-
pation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution and join me in
expressing gratitude to the cities of
Boston and New York.

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. NEY)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution, House Resolu-
tion 765.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

H7035

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of House Resolution 765, the reso-
lution just agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

————

ONCOLOGISTS GIVE CONGRESS
BAD NEWS

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute, and to revise and extend his
remarks.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, oncol-
ogy services are critical for Texans.
The American Cancer Society expected
83,400 new cancer patients for Texas in
2003.

Cancer sufferers need access to care
near where they live, and they need
stability of care. An accessible, caring
oncology clinic is welcome news for
people who have heard some very bad
news from their diagnosis. Congress
gave some very bad news to oncologists
in the passage of the Medicare bill this
past session.

The American Society of Clinical On-
cology came out on September 8 with
their take on the effects of this bill.
Their analysis finds that half of prac-
tices expect that they will pay more
than they are reimbursed for specific
drugs for anemia or lung, colon, or pan-
creas cancers; that they expect a loss
of funds for community-based cancer
care in the range of 43 to 54 percent;
and that one-fourth of the drugs used
for cancer treatment will cost the typ-
ical oncology practice more than what
is covered by Medicare.

I urge my colleagues to press for re-
storing oncologists’ ability to give can-
cer patients the ability and stability in
treatment they need to fight their ill-
nesses. Congress should not deny the
drugs necessary to those who need
them in this life or death struggle.

———————

U.S. ECONOMY IS IN A MESS

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker,
every time I hear the administration
announce that the economy is going
very well, I wish they could ride home
on a United Airlines flight with me. On
the way back today, four out of the six
flight attendants raised the same ques-
tion with me: Is there money in the
pension guarantee fund for our pen-
sions?

Mr. Speaker, we know that this coun-
try is in a mess. USAir declared bank-
ruptcy this morning. There go the pen-
sion for those folks. And Delta Airlines
over the weekend, they are talking
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